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• Free Virtual Lake Seminar June 3, 2022, 9am-3pm:  Topics:  celebration of 50th Anniversary of the 

Clean Water Act; recognition of lay monitors; climate change impacts on lakes. Speakers are:  Peter 

Isles, Steve Paulsen, Jane Lazorchak, Dr. Mindy Morales, Dr. Ken Wagner, Eric Hanson, Mark 

Mitchell.  Look for complete agenda and  registration links on the FOVLAP website. 

• Spring Newsletter available on the website:  Celebrating FOVLAP’s 50th Year 

• Membership/membership renewals available on the website  Membership 

• FOVLAP’s President, Pat, gave testimony at Lakes Day for the House Natural Resources 

Committee.  A video and Pat’s presentation in writing are both on the Committee’s website. 

• Hearing at Castleton about the Lake Bomoseen herbicide permit.  A number of comments were 

made concerning EWM and the results of ProcellaCOR treatment that were misleading or contained 

misinformation. Among these comments was the claim that EWM is not an invasive and that 

ProcellaCOR treatments resulted in killing all plants in lakes that were treated.  Regarding EWM, 

credible scientific studies have repeatedly shown that EWM is, in fact, an invasive that does not provide 

habitat for native fauna and that, if not controlled, will outcompete native plant species.  Regarding 

ProcellaCOR treatments, a recent white paper analyzing the results of recent treatments in VT lakes 

shows that ProcellaCOR negatively impacts only the target EWM; it did have a small impact on one 

native species; and it has no impact on other native species and native species increased in frequency in 

some cases. The white paper can be found at: 

https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/lakes/ANC/docs/Procellacor%20Aquatic%20Macrophyte%

20Species%20Frequency%20of%20Occurrence%20Pre-and%20Post-

Treatment%20Statistical%20Analysis%204-12-22.pdf  DEC determines what tools are available for use 

and lake associations should decide what to use based on individual conditions. None of the tools for 

AIS control are without problems, each have benefits and drawbacks.   

• Responsible Wakes for Vermont Lakes, submitted a petition to the Vermont Agency of Natural 

Resources, entitled, “Proposed Change to § 3 for Managing Wake Boats and Their Activities on 

Vermont Lakes and Ponds” (link to petition  at https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/lakes-

ponds/rulemaking). The group also formally asked FOVLAP to support their ANR petition. In order to 
get a sense of membership concerning the petition, FOVLAP  will contact each lake association for 

their opinion on this issue. 

• Progress on new FOVLAP website is being made with on-going discussion of design ideas.  The 

current focus is on the homepage setup and navigation.  

• Jay and Chrissie attended the Youth Lobby Day ‘Rally for the Planet’ at the Statehouse along with 

100’s of high school students.  Chrissie handed out FOVLAP brochures and connected with event 

organizers to invite the group to attend the lake seminar and continue to share information.  Jay also 

made contact with AmeriCorps for a potential future FOVLAP project. 

 

DEC / ANR Update (Oliver Pierson) 

 

Hiring:  Alison Marchione accepted the Lake Shoreland Coordinator position and will be starting with DEC on 

May 23rd.  Previously the Programs Director of the Upper Valley Land Trust, Alison worked in aquatic science 

and in outreach, a good fit for the role of lake shoreland coordinator.  She will be running Lake Wise, 

developing and implementing shoreland and best management practices, supporting lake watershed action 

plans, etc.  Oliver is working with Mark Mitchell, who is working 50% DEC and 50% UVM but employed by 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nCnbuZ-2zwdnZj60aV0a26pCglRY1omp/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104498656339620786948&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://vermontlakes.org/about-us/lake-seminar/
https://vermontlakes.org/
http://vermontlakes.org/wp-content/uploads/Spring2022Newsletter_2.pdf
http://vermontlakes.org/about-us/membership/
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2022/WorkGroups/House%20Natural/Lakes%20and%20Ponds%20Day/W~Pat%20Suozzi~The%20Federation%20of%20Vermont%20Lakes%20and%20Ponds%20-%20Written%20Testimony~4-27-2022.pdf
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/lakes/ANC/docs/Procellacor%20Aquatic%20Macrophyte%20Species%20Frequency%20of%20Occurrence%20Pre-and%20Post-Treatment%20Statistical%20Analysis%204-12-22.pdf
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/lakes/ANC/docs/Procellacor%20Aquatic%20Macrophyte%20Species%20Frequency%20of%20Occurrence%20Pre-and%20Post-Treatment%20Statistical%20Analysis%204-12-22.pdf
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/lakes/ANC/docs/Procellacor%20Aquatic%20Macrophyte%20Species%20Frequency%20of%20Occurrence%20Pre-and%20Post-Treatment%20Statistical%20Analysis%204-12-22.pdf
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/lakes/docs/RWVL_ANR%20Petition%20to%20Manage%20Wake%20Boats_Revised_6132022.pdf
https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/lakes-ponds/rulemaking
https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/lakes-ponds/rulemaking


UVM Sea Grant program, to find if he is willing to take on the LaRosa work in addition to his existing lake 

assessment and lay monitoring work. 

Spring Phosphorus Monitoring- spring phosphorus monitoring teams have been out 3-4 weeks and making 

progress on monitoring spring phosphorus conditions in up to 70 lakes and ponds in the state.  Weather is better 

than last year. 

Lake St. Catherine Conservation Fund (LSCCF). Lake St. Catherine Association (LSCA) and LSCCF have 

worked together to implement aquatic nuisance control projects for a ‘suite’ of lakes (Little Lake, Lake St 

Catherine, Lily Pond).  DEC received an enhanced monitoring proposal from the LSCCF to do additional water 

quality monitoring in Little Lake, looking to understand dissolved oxygen concentrations as well as the 

accumulation of organic sediment, sludge and muck, in the lake bottom, possibly using aeration as a possible 

management option.  Lake scientists will take a look at this new monitoring proposal and give them feedback. 

Wake Boats –In a meeting last week with Responsible Wakes for VT Lakes, the group presented their petition 

to DEC.  DEC will now schedule two public meetings on the petition in both north/south VT in June.  DEC is 

currently accepting written comments on their website at:  https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/lakes-

ponds/rulemaking). 
Presentation at the Statehouse on Lakes Day -  Oliver gave presentations in front of the House Committee on 

Natural Resources last week.  Oliver’s presentation was on the status of our lakes, some of the threats, what 

we’re doing to address those threats and how lake associations can help us.  Oliver is happy to share that 

presentation. 

Hearing at Castleton about the Lake Bomoseen herbicide permit Things important to adjudicate this permit 

are: formal positions of towns agreeing, opposing or neutral; public record at upcoming public informational 

meetings for determining public good, etc..  Information from Cynthia Moulton, who spoke about ProcellaCOR 

killing everything, has been shared with state toxicology experts in the VT Dept. of Health in their Drinking 

Water Div. DEC wants to be objective about questions raised and review information with an open mind as 

information evolves.  State’s role is to apply statute and correct inaccurate information, and that’s what will be 

done in upcoming public information meetings   

 

 

 
Native azaleas (Rhododendron prinophyllum) blooming by the lakeshore in northern Vermont. 
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